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Forgiveness 
 

 

Introduction and opening sentences 
 
As God’s people we have gathered: 
let us worship him together. 
Be with us, Sprit of God;  
nothing can separate us from your love. 
Breathe on us, breath of God  
fill us with your saving power. 
Speak in us, wisdom of God; 
bring strength, healing and peace. 
 

Hymn: Dear Lord and Father of mankind (sung by St Martin’s Voices) 
 

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 
 forgive our foolish ways; 
 re-clothe us in our rightful mind; 
 in purer lives thy service find, 
 in deeper reverence, praise. 
 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard 
 beside the Syrian sea 
 the gracious calling of the Lord, 
 let us, like them, without a word 
 rise up and follow thee. 
 

3 Drop thy still dews of quietness, 
 till all our strivings cease; 
 take from our souls the strain and stress, 
 and let our ordered lives confess 
 the beauty of thy peace. 
 

4 Breathe through the heats of our desire 
 thy coolness and thy balm; 
 let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 
 speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 
 O still small voice of calm.                             John Greenleaf Whittier 

(1807-1892) 



 

Prayer of Penitence (a time to say sorry to God) 

 
 

The gospel calls us to turn away from sin and be faithful to Christ. As we offer ourselves to 
him in penitence and faith, we renew our confidence and trust in his mercy.  
 
We have not always worshipped God, our creator. 
Lord, have mercy.            Lord, have mercy. 
We have not always followed Christ, our Saviour. 
Christ, have mercy.           Christ, have mercy. 
We have not always trusted in the Spirit, our guide. 
Lord, have mercy.            Lord, have mercy. 
 

Absolution 
 

May the God of love bring us back to himself, forgive us our sins,  
and assure us of his eternal love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Collect (14th Sunday after Trinity) 
 

Merciful God, your Son came to save us and bore our sins on the cross: may we trust in your 
mercy and know your love, rejoicing in the righteousness that is ours through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

Reading: Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how 
often should I forgive? As many as seven times?”  Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but I tell 
you, seventy-seven times.  
 

“For this reason, the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand 
talents was brought to him;  and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made.  So, the slave fell 
on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’  And 
out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt.  But that 
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’  Then his fellow slave, fell 
down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  But he refused; then 
he went and threw him into prison until he would pay the debt.  When his fellow slaves saw 
what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all 
that had taken place.  Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I 
forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me.  Should you not have had mercy on 



 

your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’  And in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured until he would pay his entire debt.  So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of 
you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

Reflection  
 
 

Song: God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name 

 
1. God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name 
I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name; 
And in Jesus’ name I come to you 
To share His love as He told me to. 
He said: ‘Freely, freely, you have received,  
Freely, freely give; 
Go in My name, and because you believe 
Others will know that I live.’ 
 

2. All power is given in Jesus’ name, 
In earth and heaven in Jesus’ name; 
And in Jesus’ name I come to you 
To share His power as He told me to. 
He said: ‘Freely, freely, you have received, 
Freely, freely give; 
Go in My name, and because you believe 
Others will know that I live.’ 

The Creed 
 

 Let us declare our faith and trust in God. 
 

All: We believe in God the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven  
and on earth is named. 

 We believe in God the Son,  
 who lives in our hearts through faith,  

and fills us with his love. 
 We believe in God the Holy Spirit,  
 who strengthens us with power from on high 
 We believe in one God;  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Intercessions 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  



 

We share the Peace  
 

Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. 
We meet in his name and share his peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Hymn: What a friend we have in Jesus 
 

1. What a friend we have in Jesus 
All our sins and griefs to bear 
What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer 

 
2. Oh, what peace we often forfeit 

Oh, what needless pain we bear 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer 

 

3. Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

 
4. Can we find a friend so faithful 

Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness 
Take it to the Lord in prayer 

 

Blessing 
 

God, who from the death of sin raised you to new life in Christ,  keep you from falling and set 
you in the presence of his glory; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit be with you and remain with you this day and evermore. Amen. 
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