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Introduction and opening prayer  
 Lord, speak to us 
that we may hear your word.                          
Move among us 
that we may behold your glory.  
Receive our prayers 
that we may learn to trust you. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
                                                     

 
 

 
 
 

 

Hymn Brightest and best sung by St Martin’s Voices 
1 Brightest and best of the sons of the 
morning, 
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine 
aid; 
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. 
 
2 Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are 
shining; 
low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 
 
3 Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
odours of Edom, and offerings divine, 
gems of the mountain and pearls of the 

ocean, 
myrrh from the forest, or gold from the 
mine? 
 
4 Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
vainly with gifts would his favour secure: 
richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 
 
5 Brightest and best of the sons of the 
morning, 
dawn on our darkness, and lend us thine 
aid; 
star of the east, the horizon adorning, 
guide where our infant Redeemer is laid

Reginald Heber (1783-1826) 

Prayer of Penitence (a time to say sorry to God) 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world through our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
sacrificed himself for us to purify a people as his own. Let us confess our sins. 

 



 

God be gracious to us and bless us, and make your face shine upon us: 
Lord, have mercy.                            Lord, have mercy. 
May your ways be known on the earth, your saving power among the nations: 
Christ, have mercy.                          Christ, have mercy. 
You, Lord, have made known your salvation, and reveal your justice in the sight of the 
nations: 
Lord have mercy.                            Lord, have mercy. 
 

Absolution 
May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring you his pardon 
and peace, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 Collect  
 Creator of the heavens, who led the Magi by a star to worship the Christ-child: guide 
and sustain us, that we may find our journey’s end in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Reading: Matt2:1-12 
 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise 

men[a] from the East came to Jerusalem,  asking, “Where is the child who has been born 

king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising and have come to pay him 

homage.”  When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 

him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of 

them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so 

it has been written by the prophet: 

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 

when the star had appeared.  Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 

go and pay him homage.”  When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 

of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place 

where the child was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 

overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 

and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 

offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream 

not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23171a


 

Reflection   

 

 

Song Here I am to worship  ( played and sung by Becky)

Light of the world, You stepped down into 

darkness, 

Opened my eyes, let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore You, 

Hope of a life spent with You. 

 

So here I am to worship; 

Here I am to bow down; 

Here I am to say that 

You're my God. 

And You're altogether lovely, 

Altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 

 

 

King of all days, oh, so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above, 

Humbly You came 

To the earth You created, 

All for love's sake became poor 

 

So here I am ………… 

 

And I'll never know 

How much it cost 

To see my sin 

Upon that cross.  

So here I am ………

                                                 

The Creed   
  Let us declare our faith and trust in God. 
 We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is 
named. 
 We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his 
love. 
 We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on high 
 We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers  
 The Lord’s Prayer  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/stepped
https://www.definitions.net/definition/heart
https://www.definitions.net/definition/spent
https://www.definitions.net/definition/altogether
https://www.definitions.net/definition/wonderful
https://www.definitions.net/definition/highly
https://www.definitions.net/definition/heaven
https://www.definitions.net/definition/earth
https://www.definitions.net/definition/became
https://www.definitions.net/definition/never


 

We share the Peace  
Our Saviour Christ is the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of 
peace there shall be no end. 
The peace of the Lord be always with you               And also with you. 
 

Hymn: O worship the Lord sung by St Martin’s Voices 
1 O worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness! 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of 
lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 
 
2 Low at his feet lay thy burden of 
carefulness, 
high on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy 
prayerfulness, 
guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 
 
 
3 Fear not to enter his courts in the 
slenderness 
of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as 
thine: 

truth in its beauty, and love in its 
tenderness, 
these are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 
 
4 These, though we bring them in trembling 
and fearfulness, 
he will accept for the name that is dear; 
mornings of joy give for evenings of 
tearfulness, 
trust for our trembling and hope for our 
fear. 
 
5 O worship the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness! 
bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
with gold of obedience, and incense of      
lowliness, 
kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name 
John Samuel Bewley Monsell (1811

The Blessing  
May God, who gives patience and encouragement, give us a spirit of unity to live in harmony 
as we follow Jesus Christ, so that with one voice we may glorify the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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