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We are a diverse community of people who receive God’s love 
and seek to show, share and tell of that love to everyone."



Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners and Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Sunday 6th April 2025 (after the 10am service)
Present in Church – Rosie Hoad (Vicar & Chair) Christine Oxenham, Graham Rule, Nicola Rule, Malcolm Loveday, Sue Loveday, Alison Bingham, Emma Sterry, Ben Niblett, Kate Niblett, Steve Baynes, Liz Roshier, Diane Oliver, Victoria Diplock, Alison Hawkins, Gregg Thomson, Karen Alefounder, Gill Whittingham, Jackie McGovern, Derek McGovern, Maggie Blackford, Steve Creiswak, Andrew Dean, Veronika Nyari, Sue Hoad and Ann Bayes.
Apologies for Absence – Sally Doe, Mary Halls, Jane Forster, Peter Humphrey, Leigh Doe, Claire Quarman, Jill Laszlo, Pat and Barry Davies, Rowena Lyth , Beth Scott, Marylin Odam, Becky Brent and Chris Brent.
Opening Prayer – Led by Rosie Hoad
Chair’s Introduction –Rosie had given an overview in the Annual Report which was available to read prior to the meeting, and touched on the big themes during her talk in the preceding service.  She asked the outgoing church wardens to come forward to the front to thank them for their service. Thanks also given to Alison Hawkins for her service as Safeguarding officer and Sue Loveday for her work on the Open Space bid.

Minutes of meeting 21st April 2024
There were no amendments to these minutes, and they were signed as a true record. 
Proposed Steve Baynes Seconded Victoria Diplock. All in favour.

Annual Meeting of Parishioners
Election of Church Wardens
This is the only business of this meeting, but as there had been no nominations the meeting was postponed until 18th May after the 10am service.  
Meeting closed.

(Addendum - at the meeting on 18th May two nominations for Churchwardens had been received prior to the meeting for Steve Baynes and Val Monk and they were duly elected). 

Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Electoral Roll – report by Christine Oxenham
In 2024 there were 84 people on our electoral roll - 56 residents and 28 non-residents. 
This year there has been a full revision of the roll and it is available in the office to view. The next full revision will be in 6 years. We sadly lost 6 members from the roll last year.
Final total for 2025 = 80 people
59 residents 21 non-residents. 53 were previously on the roll with 27 new members. 

Parochial Church Council  
There are 4 nominations this year for joining the PCC
Ben Niblett – nominated by Diane Oliver and seconded by Steve Baynes
Gregg Thomson – nominated by Katharine Stearn and seconded by Diane Oliver
Diane Oliver – nominated by Christine Oxenham and seconded by Katharine Stearn
Victoria Diplock – nominated by Christine Oxenham and seconded by Jill Laszlo
All were duly voted on to the PCC for a three-year term.

The new members were provided with the appropriate forms and a booklet and reminded that they are required to complete safeguarding training.

Safeguarding – report by Alison Hawkins
Alison introduced herself as Safeguarding Officer at St Paul’s and confirmed that her report was within the booklet issued prior to the meeting.
Alison advised that if there are any concerns over the next moth please direct these to her before a new officer is appointed. She reminded new PCC members they must complete the online safeguarding training and DBS checks carried out. 
Victoria added that risk assessments are everyone’s responsibility and all activites have a risk assessment to be used as this is how we check our safeguarding practice.

Financial Accounts – report by Emma Sterry
· Income for 2024 - £120, 365
· £35,000 grant income to support housing for Josh, income for foodbank and for outreach projects.
· Expenditure £106,000
· Sadly there has been a loss of some significant doners this year. 
· The hall is income is down.
· We are in a stable position for next year but any large expenditure must be planned.
· Parish share for 2024 was paid in full.
· Parish share for 2025 has increased to just short of £46,000 we plan pay monthly and the target date for full payment is the end of November. 
· There are approximately 30 regular givers [families not individuals].

Appointment of Independent Examiner
Tony Moore of Moore Accounting – proposed by Sue Loveday and seconded by Victoria Diplock.
Unanimous vote to continue using Tony Moore as the independent examiner of church accounts.

Fabric Report – report by Diane Oliver
· All mandatory checks have been completed.
Mike Staff our quinquennium inspector is retiring we have sent good wishes. He has put forward a few possible replacements from his organisation. Next inspection is due 2027. The PCC must formally appoint the new inspector.

Open Space Project – Report by Sue Loveday
· The application has stalled due to external factors within the council.
· Should we fail to be granted the funds we will carry on doing what we do, and progress what we can.
· We will initially explore progressing improvements to the servery area. 
· We have a clear vision to be open through the week, but what we can offer is limited by accessibility, which particularly impacts the most vulnerable.
· The centenary of the church is in 2030 and it would be good to aim towards that and think and pray about how we might progress the vision.

Parish needs process 2025 
· The second round of the Diocesan Parish Needs Process (PNP) is happening this year, including the archdeacon’s visitation in the autumn when he will look both at the legal documents and our Church Development Plan vision. 

Eco church - Kate Niblett
· Exciting times as Church of England looking to be net zero.
· We must think about short, medium and long term aims and investigate the resources available.
· One of the major issues is the gas boiler - if this was to cease working we could not replace and should have a contingency plan.
· Some heating options we can consider are infra-red heating and solar panels.
· Double glazing the windows is also a potential. 


Deanery Synod- Steve Baynes (Deanery Lay Chair)
· Deanery representatives are Steve Baynes and Graham Rule
· Deanery meetings are open to all

Any other business 

Alison – singing at the front works really well would like to expand this if any one else would like to join. 

Date of next APCM: Sunday 19th April 2026 
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