
 

 
 

 

Confirmation 

within a celebration of 

Holy Communion 

 
with the Bishop of Dorking 

 

 
 

 
Sunday 23rd November 2025 

at 10am 

Christ the King 



The Preparation 
 

Hymn: 195 From heaven you came 

 

The Greeting 
 

The bishop greets the people using these or other suitable words 

 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

There is one body and one spirit. 

All There is one hope to which we were called; 

One Lord, one faith, one baptism, 

All One God and Father of all. 

 

Peace be with you. 

All And also with you. 

 

The bishop may use further words of welcome. 

 

The Collect 
Let us pray.  

 

Heavenly Father, 

by the power of your Holy Spirit 

you give to your faithful people new life  

in the water of baptism. 

Guide and strengthen us by the same Spirit, 

that we who are born again may serve you in faith and love,  

and grow into the full stature of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

now and for ever.  

All Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 The Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading: Colossians 1: 11-20 
 

May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious 

power, and may you be prepared to endure everything with patience, while 

joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the 

inheritance of the saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of 

darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all 

things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 

whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been 

created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all 

things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 

place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to 

dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his 

cross. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn: Open the eyes of my heart 
 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 

Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You, I want to see You 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord 

Open the eyes of my heart 

I want to see You, I want to see You 

 

To see You high and lifted up,  

Shining in the light of Your glory 

Pour out Your power and love,  

As we sing holy, holy, holy 

 

 



The Gospel 
 

Gospel Reading: Luke 23: 33-43 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 

All Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 

there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. Then Jesus said, 

‘Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.’ And they 

cast lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by, watching; but the 

leaders scoffed at him, saying, ‘He saved others; let him save himself if he is 

the Messiah of God, his chosen one!’ The soldiers also mocked him, coming 

up and offering him sour wine, and saying, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, 

save yourself!’ There was also an inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the 

Jews.’ 

 

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 

‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!’ But the other rebuked him, 

saying, ‘Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of 

condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are 

getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing 

wrong.’ Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

kingdom.’ He replied, ‘Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.’ 
 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The Sermon 
 

Liturgy of Initiation 
 

Presentation of the Candidates 
 
The bishop asks the candidates  

Have you been baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit? 

I have. 



Are you ready with your own mouth and from your own heart 

to affirm your faith in Jesus Christ? 

I am. 

 

[Testimony by the candidates may follow.] 

 

People of God, will you welcome these candidates and 

uphold them in their life in Christ? 

All With the help of God, we will. 

 

The Decision 
 
The bishop addresses the candidates 

In baptism, God calls us out of darkness into his marvellous light. 

To follow Christ means dying to sin and rising to new life with him. 

Therefore I ask: 

 

Do you reject the devil and all rebellion against God? 

I reject them. 

Do you renounce the deceit and corruption of evil? 

I renounce them. 

Do you repent of the sins that separate us from God and neighbour? 

I repent of them. 

Do you turn to Christ as Saviour? 

I turn to Christ. 

Do you submit to Christ as Lord? 

I submit to Christ. 

Do you come to Christ, the way, the truth and the life? 

I come to Christ. 

 

May God, who has given you the desire to follow Christ, 

give you strength to continue in the Way. 

All Amen. 

 

The ministers and candidates for confirmation gather at the baptismal font.  

 

The bishop prays 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give thanks and praise. 

 



Blessed are you, sovereign God of all, 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

You are our light and our salvation. 

From the deep waters of death 

you have raised your Son to life in triumph. 

Grant that all who have been born anew by water and the Spirit, 

may daily be renewed in your image, 

walk by the light of faith, 

and serve you in newness of life; 

through your anointed Son, Jesus Christ, 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

we lift our voices of praise. 

 

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

All Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Profession of Faith 
The bishop addresses the congregation 

 
Brothers and sisters, I ask you to profess 

together with these candidates 

the faith of the Church. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father? 

 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ? 

 

All I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



Do you believe and trust in the Holy Spirit? 

 

All I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The candidates may come forward to the font and sign themselves with water,  

or the bishop may sprinkle them. 

 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for our fellowship  

in the household of faith  

with all who have been baptized into your name. 

Keep us faithful to our baptism, 

and so make us ready for that day 

when the whole creation  

shall be made perfect in your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

All Amen. 

 

The bishop and the candidates gather at the place of confirmation. 

 

Hymn:  67 Be still for the presence of the Lord 

 
 

The Confirmation 
 

The bishop stands before those who are to be confirmed, and says 

 

Our help is in the name of the Lord 

All who has made heaven and earth. 

 

Blessed be the name of the Lord 

All now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



The bishop extends both hands towards those to be confirmed and says 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, 

you have given these your servants new birth 

in baptism by water and the Spirit, 

and have forgiven them all their sins. 

Let your Holy Spirit rest upon them: 

the Spirit of wisdom and understanding; 

the Spirit of counsel and inward strength; 

the Spirit of knowledge and true godliness; 

and let their delight be in the fear of the Lord. 

All Amen. 

 

The bishop anoints each candidate with oil, using the following words 

 

N, God has called you by name and made you his own. 

The Bishop then lays both hands on the head of each, saying 

Confirm, O Lord, your servant N with your Holy Spirit. 

 

Each candidate then answers 

Amen. 

 

The bishop invites the congregation to pray for all those on whom hands have been 

laid 

 

Defend, O Lord, these your servants  

with your heavenly grace, 

that they may continue yours for ever, 

and daily increase in your Holy Spirit more and more 

until they come to your everlasting kingdom.  

All Amen. 

 

The Peace 
The bishop introduces the Peace  

God has made us one in Christ. 

He has set his seal upon us 

and, as a pledge of what is to come, 

has given the Spirit to dwell in our hearts. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 



A minister may say 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

 

Offertory Hymn: 87 Broken for me 
A collection for the Bishop of Guildford’s Communities Fund will be taken. If you wish 

to give electronically there is a QR code on the back of this sheet.   

 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 
Preparation of the Table 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
 

The Offertory hymn is sung as gifts of the people are gathered and presented, and 

the table is prepared. 

 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
The Lord be with you 

All and also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Father, we give you thanks and praise 

through your beloved Son Jesus Christ,  

your living Word, through whom you have created all things; 

who was sent by you in your great goodness to be our Saviour. 

 

By the power of the Holy Spirit he took flesh; 

as your Son, born of the blessed Virgin, 

he lived on earth and went about among us; 

he opened wide his arms for us on the cross; 

he put an end to death by dying for us; 

and revealed the resurrection by rising to new life; 

so he fulfilled your will and won for you a holy people. 

 



And now we give you thanks  

because by water and the Holy Spirit 

you have made us a holy people in Jesus Christ our Lord; 

you raise us to new life in him 

and renew in us the image of your glory. 

 

Therefore with angels and archangels, 

and with all the company of heaven, 

we proclaim your great and glorious name, 

for ever praising you and singing: 

 

All Holy, holy, holy is the Lord,  

holy is the Lord God Almighty 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord,  

holy is the Lord God Almighty 

Who was, and is, and is to come 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord. 

 

Lord you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit, 

and according to your holy will, 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith. 

All Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 



And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, 

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world; 

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, 

and looking for his coming in glory, 

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, 

we bring before you this bread and this cup  

and we thank you for counting us worthy 

to stand in your presence and serve you. 

 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people  

and gather into one in your kingdom 

all who share this one bread and one cup, 

so that we, in the company of all the saints, 

may praise and glorify you for ever,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 

All Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation 

 but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

 the power and the glory 

 for ever and ever. 

All  Amen. 



Breaking of the Bread 
 

The bishop breaks the consecrated bread  

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

We sing 

Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lord  

worthy is the Lord God Almighty,  

Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lord  

worthy is the Lord God Almighty,  

who was, and is, and is to come 

Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lord. 

 

Giving of Communion 
 

The bishop says 

Draw near with faith. 

Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ which he gave for you, 

and his blood which he shed for you. 

Eat and drink in remembrance that he died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

 

During Communion, appropriate music is played (tbc) 

 

Prayer after Communion 
 

This post-communion prayer is said by the bishop and congregation together. 

 

All God of mercy, 

by whose grace alone we are accepted  

and equipped for your service: 

stir up in us the gifts of your Holy Spirit  

and make us worthy of our calling; 

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit  

in love and joy and peace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 



The Sending Out 
The bishop may use this Commission  

 

Those who are baptized are called to worship and serve God. 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, 

in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 

With the help of God, I will. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, 

and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

With the help of God, I will.  

Will you proclaim by word and example 

the good news of God in Christ? 

With the help of God, I will. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all people, 

loving your neighbour as yourself? 

With the help of God, I will. 

Will you acknowledge Christ’s authority over human society, 

by prayer for the world and its leaders, 

by defending the weak, and by seeking peace and justice? 

With the help of God, I will. 

May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, 

that you may be rooted and grounded in love 

and bring forth the fruit of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

The Blessing 
The bishop says this blessing 

 

The God of all grace, 

who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 

establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Hymn:  Teach me to Dance Graham Kendrick copyright © 1993  

 

Teach me to dance to the beat of your heart 

Teach me to move in the power of your Spirit 

Teach me to walk in the light of your presence 

Teach me to dance to the beat of your heart 

Teach me to love with your heart of compassion 

Teach me to trust in the word of your promise 

Teach me to hope in the day of your coming 

Teach me to dance to the beat of your heart 

 

You wrote the rhythm of life, created heaven and earth 

In You is joy without measure 

So, like a child in your sight I dance to see your delight 

For I was made for your pleasure, pleasure.  Teach me to dance… 

 

Let all my movements express a heart that loves to say 'yes' 

A will that leaps to obey you. 

Let all my energy blaze to see the joy in your face 

Let my whole being praise you, praise you.  Teach me to dance… 

 

 

Giving of a Lighted Candle 
 

The bishop gives all the newly confirmed a lighted candle  

When they have all received a candle, the bishop says 

 

God has delivered us from the dominion of darkness 

and has given us a place with the saints in light. 

You have received the light of Christ; 

walk in this light all the days of your life 

Shine as a light in the world 

to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The Dismissal 
Go in the light and peace of Christ.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

The bishop leads the newly confirmed through the church, carrying their candles. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
The Bishop of Guildford’s Communities Fund (BGCF) exists to 

reach out to disadvantaged and vulnerable people across the 

Diocese of Guildford in the name of Christ. 

 
Grants are offered to projects initiated by Church of England churches (and those in 

active partnership with them) to assist them to fulfil Goal 6 of our diocesan 

vision, Transforming Church, Transforming Lives: 

 

• Together to increase the range, professionalism and spiritual fruitfulness of 

our partnerships with the local community, to help create a stronger, fairer 

and more sustainable society. 

 

The Diocese of Guildford covers most of Surrey and parts of North East Hampshire 

and is generally regarded as an affluent part of the country. Across our communities, 

however, there are areas of real deprivation, made all the more challenging by the 

relative wealth of those who live nearby. 

 

Many of our churches are already engaged in a range of community-based projects 

reaching into those areas and inspired by Jesus’ own commitment to the least, the 

last and the lost. The Bishop of Guildford’s Communities Fund is there to give them a 

helping hand, both with start-up grants and ongoing support. 

 

The Fund gives grants to a range of community projects including those which: 

• Support people with disabilities and mental ill-health 

• Provide facilities and services for older citizens, children and young people 

• Support families and disadvantaged communities 

• Provide practical help for the financially challenged 

• Offer training and skills programmes 

For general information about the fund email: info@bgcf.org.uk. For  information 

about grants email: grants@bgcf.org.uk and for information about donating 

email: treasurer@bgcf.org.uk, 

 

 

https://www.cofeguildford.org.uk/making-disciples/transforming-church-transforming-lives
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=info@bgcf.org.uk
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=grants@bgcf.org.uk
https://mail.google.com/mail/?view=cm&fs=1&tf=1&to=treasurer@bgcf.org.uk

